
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Rooted and Growing: In Christ. In Community.  

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• Large print service folders and assisted listening devices are available from an 

usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• During the offering, all worshipers are asked to fill out a Connection Card 

(included with the service folder or available online at www.sjtosa.org/Connect). 

Completed cards may be placed in the baskets by the exit. 

 

• Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m. 

The Joyful Christian: Paul’s Letter to the Philippians  

(Fellowship Hall, lower level of church) 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 
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The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 

December 18 & 19, 2021 
 

When the Lord Comes Near, He Lifts Up the Humbled 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship ’93 19 

 

C: O Lord, how shall I meet you,  

 How welcome you aright? 

 Your people long to greet you, 

 My hope, my heart’s delight! 

 O Jesus, let your Word be  

 A lamp to light my way, 

 To show me how to please you,  

 To guide me ev’ry day. 

 

 See, Zion casts before you  

 Green boughs and fairest palms, 

 And I, too, will adore you  

 With joyous songs and psalms. 

 My heart shall bloom forever  

 For you with praises new 

 And from your name shall never  

 Withhold the honor due. 

 

ADVENT GATHERING RITE 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

(sung) I lay in fetters, groaning,  

You come to set me free; 

I stood, my shame bemoaning,  

You come to honor me; 

A glory you do give me,  

A treasure safe on high, 

That will not fail or leave me  

As earthly riches fly. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

(sung) Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,  

Let not your souls distress; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon  

And cover by his grace. 

He comes, for you procuring  

The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing  

A heritage in heav’n. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

M: We light four Advent candles and remember Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary. He came 

to share our humanity and to save his people from their sins. 

 

C: We remember Jesus, the One whose name means Savior.   
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M: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 

 

C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope. 

 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, and dwell among us. 

 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  

 

The Advent candles are lit during the sung response. 

 

(sung) You need not toil nor languish 

Nor ponder day and night 

How in the midst of anguish 

You draw him by your might. 

He comes, he comes all willing, 

Moved by his love alone, 

Your woes and troubles stilling; 

For all to him are known. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for 

the celebration of your birth that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

(sung) Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, 

Who sit in deepest gloom, 

Who mourn o’er joys departed 

And tremble at your doom. 

Despair not; he is near you, 

He’s standing at the door 

Who best can help and cheer you 

And bids you weep no more. 

 

Be seated  
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Micah 5:2-5a 

Humble Bethlehem would be lifted up when the Savior came near. 

 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

 out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 

 whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth 

 and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

And he will be their peace. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 85 

 

 
 You showed favor to your land, O LORD; 

  you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 

 You forgave the iniquity of your people 

  and covered all their sins. 

 

 Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, 

  and grant us your salvation.  

 

 Refrain  
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 I will listen to what God the LORD will say; 

  he promises peace to his people, his saints. 

 

 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

  that his glory may dwell in our land. 

 

 Love and faithfulness meet together; 

  righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 

 

Second Lesson Hebrews 10:5-10 

When Jesus came near, he lifted us up from our humble state  

by offering himself as the perfect sacrifice. 

  

 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

  “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 

  but a body you prepared for me; 

  with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. 

 Then I said, ‘Here I am –  

  it is written about me in the scroll –  

  I have come to do your will, O God.’” 

 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were 

you pleased with them” (although the law required them to be made). Then he said, “Here I am, I have 

come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. And by that will, we have been 

made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand  
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Gospel Luke 1:39-55 

The Lord was mindful of Mary’s humble state  

and lifted her up by choosing her to be the mother of the Savior. 

 

 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered 

Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her 

womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” 

 And Mary said: 

 “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

  for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. 

 From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

  for the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is his name. 

 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 

 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

  he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 

 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 

 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 

 He has helped his servant Israel,  

  remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

  even as he said to our fathers.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 Christian Worship 327 

 

Sermon Hebrews 10:5-10 

 

Rags to Riches 

 

Please stand  
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Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

Members of St. John’s give offerings to support the Lord’s work in our 

community and around the world. Visitors are welcome but not obligated  

to give an offering. To submit your offering electronically or to fill out an  

online Connection Card, scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O  

 Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who comes 

with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance and faith by his Spirit 

until he comes again. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Blessed Lord, we praise you because you have fulfilled what you promised through your holy 

prophets of long ago and have sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us. We give you sincere 

and humble thanks for your Son’s gracious advent: he has come near to us in human flesh, 

redeeming the world from darkness; he comes near to us in Word and sacrament, giving us life 

and light; he will come near to us in glory, banishing forever the shadows of night. 

 

As we receive his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, lift up our hearts to the 

day when we will see our Redeemer face-to-face. Then we will need no light, nor lamp, nor 

sun, for the Lord will be our light. Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration  

of shared belief. Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members  

of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain from receiving the Lord’s Supper  

until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.  

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder. 

 

  



pg. 13 

 

Distribution Hymns The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 Christian Worship 328 

 

Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng (see pg. 15) 

 Christian Worship 93 540 

 

Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

 Christian Worship 932 

Please stand 

 

  

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to 

eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, 

and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen.  
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 Christian Worship ’93 56 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School – Building on the Legacy 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Seminary Student Ethan Carter (Saturday) 

 Pastor Eric Schroeder (Sunday) 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday) 

 

Communion Assistants Mark Meissner & Dan Schmal (8:00 a.m.) 

 Mike Swenson & Brian Treichel (10:30 a.m.)  

 

  

Worship Notes 
 

• We thank the Wisconsin Lutheran High School Viking Steel Band, under the direction of 

Quinten Peterson, for their music in our worship services today. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Sue Pappalardo, hospitalized in the ICU at Columbia-St. Mary’s. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.  

 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” Text public domain. 

“Psalm 85” Tune reprinted from The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. Used by 

 permission of Augsburg Fortress. Tone © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

 domain. 

“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” Text and music public domain 

“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public  

 domain. 

 “Let All Together Praise Our God” Text and music public domain.   
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

May the receiving of your body and blood, Lord Jesus Christ, not bring me to judgment and 

condemnation, but through your loving mercy be for me forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

I thank you, O Lord my God, that you have not rejected me – a sinner – but have made me  

worthy to partake of your body and blood in this sacrament. Through the gifts I have received here, 

cause me to always remember your grace and not live for myself alone, but for you. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings for the Week of Advent 4 

 

 

 

  

M Isaiah 40:18-41:10 Revelation 8:1-13 

T Isaiah 42:1-25 Revelation 9:1-12 

W Isaiah 43:1-24 Revelation 9:13-10:11 

R Isaiah 43:25-44:20 Revelation 11:1-19 

F Christmas Eve  

S Christmas Day  
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Parents’ Preview for December 26 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Let All Together Praise Our God” (Christian Worship 355) 
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Friday, December 24 Grade School Christmas Service 

 4:00 p.m.* (Wisconsin Lutheran High School) 

 

Friday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 p.m.* (preservice music begins at 6:30 p.m.) 

 

Saturday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 10:00 a.m.* (preservice music begins at 9:30 a.m.) 

 

Saturday, December 25 No evening worship 

 

Sunday, December 26 Worship 

 8:00* & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, December 31 New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion 

 6:45 p.m.* 

 

Saturday, January 1 Worship with Holy Communion 

 5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 2 Worship with Holy Communion 

 8:00* & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Services marked with a * will be broadcast online at www.sjtosa.org/video.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/video


 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


